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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed June 16, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

In re pages 10-1 1, applicants argue that, since no reference has been cited 
which can be said to disclose, teach, or suggest at least the desirability of using 
information generated by another appliance to populate a favorite channels list 
maintained by a remote control, let alone information in the form of video screen flashes 
representative of a channel currently being viewed, it is respectfully submitted that the 
rejection of the claims fails to present a prima facie case of obviousness in accordance 
with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 103 and, as such, the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103 
must be withdrawn. 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. The examiner has pointed out 
what each of the prior art references teaches and has indicated how and why these 
references would have been combined to arrive at the claimed invention. Applicants 
cannot show non-obviousness by attacking the references individually where, as here, 
the rejection is based on a combination of references. In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 981). Beery was cited only to suggest the populating the favorite 
channels list of the remote controller. The populating of the favorite channels list has 
similar application whether it is manually operated. A reference must be considered not 
only for what it expressly teaches, but also for what it fairly suggests. In re Burckel, 592 
F.2d 1 175, 201 USPQ 67 (CCPA 1979). The artisan is presumed to know something 
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about the art apart from what references literally disclose. In re Jacoby, 309 F.2d 513, 
135 USPQ 317 (CCPA 1962). The examiner believes that the artisan would have 
recognized the obviousness of populating the favorite channels list of the remote 
control. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 5-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tessier et al. (US Patent No. 5,629,868) in view of Beery (US Patent No. 5.963,269). 

In considering claim 5, Tessier et al discloses all the claimed subject matter, note 
1) the claimed transmitting from the remote control to a video system a channel 
identification request is met by the switch of switch array 41 is depressed, which causes 
the microcontroller 43 to cause LED 45 to flash a command sequence to infrared 
interface 35 (Fig. 1 , col. 5. line 27 to col. 6, line 45), 2) the claimed receiving through an 
optical receiver in the remote control a series of video screen flashes is met by the light 
detector diode 47 which receives the flashing of the rectangle 49 (Fig. 1 , col. 5, line 58 
to col. 6, line 45), 3) the claimed decoding the series of video screen flashes to 
determine the channel identification is met by the microcontroller 43 (Fig, 1 , col. 5, line 
58 to col. 6, line 45), and 4) the claimed wherein the channel identification functions to 
specify a channel that was being displayed on a video screen when the channel 
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identification request was transmitted is met by the control sequence data (Fig. 1 , col. 3, 
line 5-59). 

However, Tessier et al explicitly do not disclose the claim modifying the favorite 
channel table in the remote control with the channel identification. 

Beery teaches that the remote control unit operates under control of its own 
processing unit 34. ROM 40 which includes the operating program used by the remote 
control in controlling the television receiver, as well as the stored, preset labels, and 
RAM 42 which serves to store the channels to be assigned to stored labels, as well as 
user labels programmed into the system (Fig. 2, col. 4, line 27 to col. 5. line 26). and 
another feature of the television controller of the present invention is the provision of 
"Favorite Channels", this feature comprises a shortened scanning list of the ten (or 
fewer) favorite or most watched channels of the television operator (Fig. 7, col. 15. line 
25 to col. 17. line 62). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to incorporate the remote controller with the favorite channel table as 
taught by Beery into Tessier et al's system in order to allow quick access to preselected 
favorite channels or programs. 

In considering claim 6, the claimed wherein modifying the favorite channel table 
comprises deleting from the favorite channel table a channel corresponding to the 
channel identification is met by the step 400 of delete channel from memory (Fig. 7. col. 
15, line 46 to col. 16, line 51 of Beery). 
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In considering claim 7. the claimed wherein modifying the favorite channel table 
comprises adding to the favorite channel table a channel corresponding to the channel 
identification is met by the step 396 of enter channel to the memory (Fig. 7, col. 15. line 
46 to col. 16. line 51 of Beery). 

Claim 8 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 5. 

In considering claim 9, Berry discloses all the claimed subject matter, note 1) the 
claimed sensing a user activating a predetermined key input on the remote control is 
met by the operator presses the "PGM" key at block 370, following by a "favorite 
channel" function key (Fig. 7, col. 15, line 46 to col. 16, line 51), 2) the claimed initiating 
the transmission of the channel request in response to sensing the predetermined key 
input is met by the operator may enter a channel number desired for inclusion in the FC 
memory at block 378, followed by the enter key at block 380 (Fig. 7, col. 15, line 46 to 
col. 16, line 51), and 3) the claimed basing the programming for modifying the favorite 
channel table on the predetermined key input is met by adding or delete the favorite 
channel of the memory (Fig. 7, col. 15, line 46 to col. 16. line 51). 

In considering claim 10, the claimed wherein the predetermined key input 
consists of a single key input is met by the "PGM" key (Fig. 7. col. 15, line 46 to col. 16, 
line 51 of Beery). 

In considering claim 11. the claimed wherein the programming for modifying the 
favorite channel table comprises programming for adding to the table a channel 
corresponding to the determined channel is met by the step 396 of enter channel to the 
memory (Fig. 7, col. 15, line 46 to col. 16, line 51 of Beery). 
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Claim 12 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 5. 

In considering claim 13. the claimed comprising transmitting a request to receive 
the signal is met by the switch of switch array 41 is depressed, which causes the 
microcontroller 43 to cause LED 45 to flash a command sequence to infrared interface 
35 (Fig. 1 , col. 5, line 27 to col, 6, line 45 of Tessier et al). 

In considering claim 14, the claimed wherein the signal comprises a visible light 
pattern flashed on a video display is met by the video display generator 49 (a central 
white rectangle) to appear on the display of the television monitor 27 which flash off and 
on (black and white) in accordance with the store data sequence to be transmitted (Fig. 
1 , col. 5, line 1 to col. 6, line 50 of Tessier et al). 

In considering claim 15, the claimed wherein the signal comprises a serial 
transmission of data is met by the video display generator 49 (a central white rectangle) 
to appear on the display of the television monitor 27 which flash off and on (black and 
white) in accordance with the store data sequence to be transmitted (Fig. 1 , col. 5, line 1 
to col. 6, line 50 of Tessier et al). 

Claim 16 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 5. 

Claim 17 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 13. 

Claim 18 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 14. 

Claim 19 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 15. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-2 are allowed. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Trang U. Iran whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7358. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM, Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L. Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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